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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 1 -5, 9,10,1 2, and 1 5 withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected group, there being no allowable generic 
or linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement in the 
reply filed on 09, May 2008. 

Applicant's election with traverse of Election/Restriction in the reply filed on 09 
May 2005 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the claims in group 
IV and the claims in group II both relate to a portable terminal with photographic means. 
This is found to be persuasive and the claims in group IV and group II have been 
merged. Additionally, paragraph 4 in the office action dated 09 April 2008 should have 
read Inventions III and IV instead of inventions I and II. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hamaguchi et 
al. (US 7,014,374). 
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4. Regarding Claim 6, Hamaguchi et al discloses a portable terminal including 
photographing means (Fig. 10, external device is a digital camera 8) comprising: output 
request transmission means for transmitting an output request for information to an 
information management apparatus which allows an output apparatus to output the 
information (Fig. 10, S213, external device sends a confirm request signal for confirming 
whether or not the printer supports a profile for image data) (col. 14, lines 20-30); inquiry 
signal receiving means for receiving an inquiry signal transmitted from said information 
management apparatus in response to said output request for inquiring said portable 
terminal of an output apparatus for an output destination (Fig. 10, S223, printer receives 
the confirm request and searches for a service record with which it is provided) (col. 14, 
lines 29-45); and image data transmission means for transmitting identification 
information tagged to said output apparatus for identifying this particular output 
apparatus and image data photographed with said photographing means to said 
information management apparatus, when an inquiry signal is received by said inquiry 
signal receiving means (Fig. 10, S215, the external device sends to the printer, the data 
that are to be printed to the print paper) (col. 14, lines 61-67, col. 15, lines 1-5). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 7, 8, 1 1 , 13, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hamaguchi et al in view of Stern et al. (US 2002/01 65801 ). 

7. Regarding Claim 7, Hamaguchi et al fails to teach a portable terminal wherein, 
said image data transmission means transmits identification information tagged to 
goods for identifying this particular goods and image data photographed with said 
photographing means to said information management apparatus. 

Stern et al teaches a portable terminal wherein, said image data transmission 
means transmits identification information tagged to goods (image of an image identifier 
is captured) (page 2, paragraph [0023]) for identifying this particular goods and image 
data photographed with said photographing means to said information management 
apparatus (the captured image is transmitted) (page 2, paragraphs [0023]-[0025]). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have combined the teachings of Hamaguchi with the teaching of 
Stern transmit an identifier along with the image of an item in order to identify, track and 
manage the items 

8. Regarding Claim 8, Hamaguchi et al teaches a portable terminal comprising: 
output request transmission means for transmitting image data photographed by said 
photographing means (Fig. 10, S215, the external device sends to the printer, the data 
that are to be printed to the print paper) (col. 14, lines 61-67, col. 15, lines 1-5) and an 
output request for information to an information management apparatus which allows to 
output information (Fig. 10, S213, external device sends a confirm request signal for 
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confirming whether or not the printer supports a profile for image data) (col. 14, lines 20- 
30). 

Hamaguchi et al fails to teach a portable terminal comprising: photographing 
means for photographing identification information to obtain image data, said 
identification information being tagged to an output apparatus for identifying this 
particular output apparatus. 

Stern et al teaches a portable terminal comprising: photographing means for 
photographing identification information to obtain image data (one of client devices 
captures an image if and item identifier and transmits the image to central server) (page 
3, paragraph [0035]), said identification information being tagged to an output apparatus 
for identifying this particular output apparatus (captured image is transmitted to a central 
server having a service contract with a user of a client device) (page 3, paragraph 
[0035]). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have combined the teachings of Hamaguchi with the teaching of 
Stern transmit an identifier along with the image of an item in order to identify, track and 
manage the items 

9. Regarding Claim 1 1 , Hamaguchi et al teaches an information outputting method 
in an information output system having an output apparatus for outputting goods 
information and an information management apparatus connecting each other through a 
network, the method comprising: an output request transmission step for transmitting an 
output request for the information relevant to said goods using said portable terminal to 
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said information management apparatus receiving it (Fig. 10, S213, external device 
sends a confirm request signal for confirming whether or not the printer supports a 
profile for image data) (col. 14, lines 20-30); an inquiry signal transmission step for 
transmitting an inquiry signal for inquiring said portable terminal of an output apparatus 
for an output destination (Fig. 10, S213, external device sends a confirm request signal 
for confirming whether or not the printer supports a profile for image data) (col. 14, lines 
20-30), from said information management apparatus to said portable terminal receiving 
it , when said information management apparatus receives the inquiry signal in said 
output request transmission step (Fig. 10, S223, printer receives the confirm request 
and searches for a service record with which it is provided) (col. 14, lines 29-45); a 
second image data transmission step for transmitting image data of identification 
information tagged to an output apparatus for identifying it, photographed by said 
portable terminal, to said information management apparatus receiving it (Fig. 10, S215, 
external device sends to the printer the data that are to be printed) (col. 14, lines 61-67, 
col. 14, lines 1-5), when said portable terminal receives the inquiry signal in said inquiry 
signal transmission step (Fig. 10, S225, when a printer receives this connection request 
signal, it sends a signal indicating that connection has been completed to the external 
device) (col. 14, lines 46-60); a second identification information acquisition step for 
analyzing image data received by said information management apparatus in said 
second image data transmission step, and for acquiring the identification information of 
the goods involved in said image data (according to the profile for image data, image 
data are sent from the external device to the printer using the logic channel CH2) (col. 
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14, lines 61-67, col. 14, lines 1-5); an output destination information retrieval step for 
retrieving the information relevant to said output apparatus from said output apparatus 
information storage means using said information management apparatus, based upon 
the identification information acquired in said second identification information 
acquisition step according to the profile for image data (consequently the printer uses 
the logic channel CH2 to receive the image data) (col. 14, lines 61-67, col. 14, lines 1- 
5), image data are sent from the external device to the printer using the logic channel 
CH2) (col. 14, lines 61-67, col. 14, lines 1-5); and an information output step for 
outputting the information relevant to the goods, retrieved in said goods information 
retrieval step, using said information management apparatus, based upon the 
information relevant to the particular output apparatus retrieved by said output 
destination information retrieval step, outputting the information to said particular output 
apparatus (the external device sends to the printer, the data that are to be printed to the 
print paper) (col. 14, lines 61-67, col. 15, lines 1-5). 

Hamaguchi et al fails to teach an information outputting method in an information 
output system, in which the information management apparatus includes an output 
apparatus information storage means for storing information relevant to said output 
apparatus and goods information storage means for storing information relevant to 
goods, and specifies an output apparatus to output information based upon information 
transmitted from a portable terminal, the method comprising: a first image data 
transmission step for transmitting image data of identification information tagged to 
goods for identifying it, photographed by said portable terminal, to said information 
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management apparatus receiving it; a first identification information acquisition step for 
analyzing image data received by said information management apparatus in said first 
image data transmission step, and for acquiring the identification information of the 
goods involved in said image data; goods information retrieval step for retrieving the 
information relevant to said goods from said goods information storage means using 
said information management apparatus, based upon the identification information 
acquired in said first identification information acquisition step. 

Stern et al teaches an information outputting method in an information output 
system, in which the information management apparatus includes an output apparatus 
information storage means for storing information relevant to said output apparatus (Fig. 
4, data storage device 290) (page 4, paragraph [0049]) and goods information storage 
means for storing information relevant to goods (Fig. 4, item information database 296) 
(page 4, paragraph [0047]), and specifies an output apparatus to output information 
based upon information transmitted from a portable terminal (captured image is 
transmitted to a central server having a service contract with a user of a client device) 
(page 3, paragraph [0035]), the method comprising: a first image data transmission step 
for transmitting image data of identification information tagged to goods for identifying it, 
photographed by said portable terminal, to said information management apparatus 
receiving it (one of client devices captures an image of an item identifier and transmits 
the image to central server) (page 3, paragraph [0035]); a first identification information 
acquisition step for analyzing image data received by said information management 
apparatus in said first image data transmission step, and for acquiring the identification 



Application/Control Number: 10/780,566 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2625 

information of the goods involved in said image data (central server receives the image, 
determines the type of item identifier represented in the image, and decodes the item 
identifier) (page 3, paragraph [0035]); goods information retrieval step for retrieving the 
information relevant to said goods from said goods information storage means using 
said information management apparatus, based upon the identification information 
acquired in said first identification information acquisition step (the receiving information 
provider returns the associated item information to the central server, which in turn 
transmits the item information back to the client device from which the image was 
received) (page 3, paragraph [0035]). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have combined the teachings of Hamaguchi with the teaching of 
Stern transmit an identifier along with the image of an item in order to identify, track and 
manage the items 

10. Regarding Claim 13, Hamaguchi et al teaches an information outputting method 
in an information output system having an output apparatus for outputting information 
and an information management apparatus connecting each other through a network, 
the method comprising: an output request transmission step for transmitting an output 
request for the information relevant to said goods using said portable terminal to said 
information management apparatus receiving it (Fig. 10, S213, external device sends a 
confirm request signal for confirming whether or not the printer supports a profile for 
image data) (col. 14, lines 20-30); an inquiry signal transmission step for transmitting an 
inquiry signal, for inquiring said portable terminal of an output apparatus for an output 
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destination (Fig. 10, S213, external device sends a confirm request signal for confirming 
whether or not the printer supports a profile for image data) (col. 14, lines 20-30), from 
said information management apparatus to said portable terminal receiving it, when said 
information management apparatus receives the inquiry signal in said output request 
transmission step (Fig. 10, S223, printer receives the confirm request and searches for 
a service record with which it is provided) (col. 14, lines 29-45); a second image data 
transmission step for transmitting image data of identification information tagged to an 
output apparatus for identifying it photographed by said portable terminal, to said 
information management apparatus receiving it (Fig. 10, S215, external device sends to 
the printer the data that are to be printed) (col. 14, lines 61-67, col. 14, lines 1-5) when 
said portable terminal receives the inquiry signal in said inquiry signal transmission step 
(Fig. 10, S225, when a printer receives this connection request signal, it sends a signal 
indicating that connection has been completed to the external device) (col. 14, lines 46- 
60); a second identification information acquisition step for analyzing image data 
received by said information management apparatus in said second image data 
transmission step, and for acquiring the identification information of the output 
apparatus involved in said image data (according to the profile for image data, image 
data are sent from the external device to the printer using the logic channel CH2) (col. 
14, lines 61-67, col. 14, lines 1-5); a second converting step for converting the 
identification information of the output apparatus acquired in said second identification 
information acquisition step into global identification information (CPU, with respect to 
the data that are received from the port chooses the control parameters for printing 



Application/Control Number: 10/780,566 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2625 

images and creates print data based on those control parameters) (col. 15, lines 38-58); 
a second information retrieval step for retrieving the information relevant to said output 
apparatus from said information storage means using said information management 
apparatus, based upon the global identification information converted in said second 
converting step (consequently the printer uses the logic channel CH2 to receive the 
image data) (col. 14, lines 61-67, col. 14, lines 1-5), image data are sent from the 
external device to the printer using the logic channel CH2) (col. 14, lines 61-67, col. 14, 
lines 1-5); and an information output step for outputting the information relevant to the 
goods, retrieved in said first information retrieval step, using said information 
management apparatus, based upon the information relevant to the particular output 
apparatus retrieved by said output destination information retrieval step, outputting the 
information to said particular output apparatus (the external device sends to the printer, 
the data that are to be printed to the print paper) (col. 14, lines 61-67, col. 15, lines 1-5). 

Hamaguchi et al fails to teach an information outputting method in an information 
output system in which the information management apparatus includes an information 
storage means for storing information relevant to said output apparatus and to goods, 
linking global identification information uniformly tagged to any output apparatus and to 
different kinds of goods, and specifies an output apparatus to output information based 
upon information transmitted from a portable terminal, the method comprising: a first 
image data transmission step for transmitting image data of identification information 
tagged to goods for identifying it, photographed by said portable terminal, to said 
information management apparatus receiving it; a first identification information 
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acquisition step for analyzing image data received by said information management 
apparatus in said first image data transmission step, and for acquiring the identification 
information of the goods involved in said image data; a first converting step for 
converting identification information of the goods acquired in said first identification 
information acquisition step into global identification information; a first information 
retrieval step for retrieving the information relevant to said goods from said information 
storage means using said information management apparatus, based upon the global 
identification information converted in said first converting step. 

Stern et al teaches an information outputting method in an information output 
system in which the information management apparatus includes an information storage 
means for storing information relevant to said output apparatus and to goods (Fig. 4, 
data storage device 290) (page 4, paragraph [0049]), linking global identification 
information uniformly tagged to any output apparatus and to different kinds of goods (an 
item identifier may comprise a barcode, an image, text, or any other device usable to 
identify an item) (page 2, paragraph [0024]), and specifies an output apparatus to output 
information based upon information transmitted from a portable terminal (captured 
image is transmitted to a central server having a service contract with a user of a client 
device) (page 3, paragraph [0035]), the method comprising: a first image data 
transmission step for transmitting image data of identification information tagged to 
goods for identifying it, photographed by said portable terminal, to said information 
management apparatus receiving it (one of client devices captures an image of an item 
identifier and transmits the image to central server) (page 3, paragraph [0035]); a first 
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identification information acquisition step for analyzing image data received by said 
information management apparatus in said first image data transmission step, and for 
acquiring the identification information of the goods involved in said image data (central 
server receives the image, determines the type of item identifier represented in the 
image, and decodes the item identifier) (page 3, paragraph [0035]); a first converting 
step for converting identification information of the goods acquired in said first 
identification information acquisition step into global identification information (central 
server decodes the item identifier) (page 3, paragraph [0035]); a first information 
retrieval step for retrieving the information relevant to said goods from said information 
storage means using said information management apparatus, based upon the global 
identification information converted in said first converting step (the receiving 
information provider returns the associated item information to the central server, which 
in turn transmits the item information back to the client device from which the image was 
received) (page 3, paragraph [0035]). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have combined the teachings of Hamaguchi with the teaching of 
Stern transmit an identifier along with the image of an item in order to identify, track and 
manage the items 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 14, Hamaguchi teaches an information outputting method in an 
information output system having an output apparatus for outputting information (Fig. 1, 
printer 1) and an information management apparatus (Fig. 1, controller 50) connecting 
each other through a network, in which the information management apparatus includes 
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an output apparatus information storage means for storing information relevant to said 
output apparatus (controller is provided with a CPU, a RAM and a ROM) (page 7, lines 
58-67, col. 8, lines 10)and specifies an output apparatus to output information based 
upon information transmitted from a portable terminal (controller sends and receives 
signals to and from an external device), the method comprising: an output request 
transmission step for transmitting the image data photographed in said image data 
photographing step (Fig. 10, S215, external device sends to the printer the data that are 
to be printed) (col. 14, lines 61-67, col. 14, lines 1-5) and an output request for 
information, from said portable terminal to said information management apparatus 
receiving them (Fig. 10, S213, external device sends a confirm request signal for 
confirming whether or not the printer supports a profile for image data) (col. 14, lines 20- 
30); an output destination information retrieval step for retrieving the information 
relevant to said output apparatus from said output apparatus information storage 
means, based upon the identification information acquired in said identification 
information acquisition step (Fig. 10, S223, the printer receives the confirm request 
signal and searches for a service record with which it is provided) (col. 14, lines 27-38); 
and an information output step for outputting the information to the output apparatus, 
based upon the information relevant to the particular output apparatus retrieved by said 
output destination information retrieval step, outputting the information to said particular 
output apparatus (functions supported by the printer confirmed by using the confirm 
request signal as the key) (col. 14, lines 20-45). 
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Hamaguchi et al fails to teach an information outputting method, the method 
comprising: an image data photographing step for obtaining image data of identification 
information tagged to an output apparatus identifying it, photographed by said portable. 

Stern et al teaches an information outputting method, the method comprising: an 
image data photographing step for obtaining image data of identification information 
tagged to an output apparatus identifying it, photographed by said portable (image of an 
image identifier is captured and transmitted) (page 2, paragraph [0023]-[0025]). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have combined the teachings of Hamaguchi with the teaching of 
Stern transmit an identifier along with the image of an item in order to identify, track and 
manage the items 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SATWANT K. SINGH whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7468. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8am - 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Satwant K. Singh 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 

Sks 

/David K Moore/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



